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The plans, specifications and contract are o made, us to cusure the
cowpletion of the main building, and one wing within the amount #p-
propiated for that purpese.  This will be sufficient, as ix supposed, for
some time to come, and the other wing can be added at any future
time if it becomes necessary  Since the purchase of the property.
the dwelling-housc upon it has Leeu destroyed by fire, but care had
been taken to have it cusured so that the Toss will not be so great a
it would otherwige have been.  The amount of loss has not yet heen
recovered upon the policies of insurance, but no serious difficulty is
apprehended in regard to it. The erection of the first of these two
buildings was contided to the wmembers of the Board of Public Works,
and of the latter to the Board of Public Works and the Attorney
(feneral, and the inconvenicnee of frequently convening such a
number of State officers, all having their time veeupied with othey
duties prescribed by law, has been sensibly felt. Tunstitutions outside
of the State had to be visited, in order to obtain proper information
and a large number of grounds offered for the purpose, had to be
examined, necessitating more delay than we desired, and involving
considerable personal expense to the parties cntrusted with the erec-
tion of the building.  As much time has been devoted to the supervision
of the work, as could be spared from the duties of the office, but
those duties are such, that very little time could be so spared without
detriment to the public service. T submit that so far as the Comp-
troller is concerned, the imposition of duties which can only be per-
formed by absenting himself from the office, and which are not neces-
sarily connected in some way with the revenue of the State, is hardly
compatible with the public interests.
NEW AsSESSMENT.

The long period of tine since the last assessment wax wade, and
the fact that it was made just after the close of the civil war, when
values can hardly be said to have been in a normal condition, have
accasioned a very general desive for a new assessment of the property
of the State. A hill was before the Legislature at its last Session,
which although T had no part in its preparation, I think was well cal-
culated to have ensured a more equal and uniform valuation of the
property of the State, but by an unfortunate amendment, the bill
although passed into a law, was rendered inoperative, and was so
declaved by the Court of Appeals, in a cause instituted expressly to
obtain a judicial decison on that subject. The large falling off in the
amount of the assessable basis in the State, and the inequalities knowu



